and administered at Jesuit Headquarters, but likewise all Mexican Jesuitica which have accumulated after the restoration of the Society of Jesus in 1814. 4 I shall not consider here the historical evolution and formation of these archives, a task already performed in part by others.5 Obviously it would not be practical to attempt to point out all the scattered pertinent documents. Inasmuch as the Jesuits who worked in colonial Mexico came from nearly every European country, but especially from the Spanish Provinces and later from those forming part of the Holy Roman Empire, the cata logues of all these Provinces of their origin are key sources of information. What is said about the catalogues of the non-Mexi can Provinces is also true of all other sections of material.6
The documents to be calendared in the present article were studied for the critical edition of the Historia by Alegre,7 and all the Mexican Jesuitica until the close of 1590 have been printed in the three volumes of Monumenta Mexicana;8 9 the Florida docu ments appeared in Monumenta Antiquae Floridae (1566 Floridae ( -1572 ? Where apropos, I shall indicate other important textual and carto graphical reproductions.
The reader will be interested in knowing that the key materials and inventories mentioned in this article are available (on micro film) for consultation by scholars in the Knights of Columbus Vatican Film Library at Saint Louis University. Some of the key Mexican Jesuitica -the annual letters and the historical documents -were obtained by Dr. Bolton, who had them photo stated, transcribed in considerable part, and some even transla ted into English; all of this material is now in Part I of the Bolton Papers in the Bancroft Library, Berkeley, California. I shall identify the more significant items in the course of this article. 10 Without further preliminary observations, let us see what key documents are available in the Archivum Romanum Societatis lesu section of the Central Jesuit Archives for Mexican colo nial history.
There is a general inventory for this most important collec tion: Archivum Romanum Societatis lesu, Inventarium. It was compiled during the years 1910 and 1911, and revised in 1935; in the course of subsequent years a few corrections and additions were made. The volume is made up of 153 folios. There is a general table of contents at the beginning of the inventory and a more detailed alphabetical index of proper names at the end. A microfilm copy of this inventory is available at the Knights of Columbus Vatican Film Library in Saint Louis University.
The arrangement of the inventory reflects the organic arrange ment of the archives themselves: the five Assistances of the old Society of Jesus (Italy, Portugal, Spain, France and Germany), subdivided according to Provinces (thus, Mexico comes under Spain) ; then follow the documents dealing with the general and Provincial Congregations; the materials having to do with the Institute of the Order; complete and partial manuscripts bear ing on the History of the Society of Jesus: Jesuit correspondence (Epistolae Nostrorum); non-Jesuit correspondence (Epistolae Externorum) ; Biographies and Biographical data (Vitae) ; Jesuit The key block of material on the Mexican Jesuits is found on folio 59, "Provincia Mexieana".11 It is made up of 24 volumes; all are handwritten materials except numbers 9 and 11, and a few scattered printed items to be noted in the course of the article.
The first three volumes are letters of the Jesuit Generals to superiors and subjects of the Mexican Province. They are term ed "Registers" and contain the copies of the original letters; today carbon copies would be made. The years covered by the volumes are: 1576-1599, 1600-1637, and 1668-1687.12 The destruc tion or sequestration of the missing volumes causes a great loss of most vital historical data; fortunately, some of the original letters are preserved in the Archivo General de la Nacion and other centers.
Numbers 4 to 8 inclusive contain the triennial catalogues of the Mexican Province.13 As the term indicates, these catalogues were compiled every three years, and sent to Rome on the oc casion of the Congregation of Province Delegates (Congregatio 11 The Philippines were a mission and Vice-Province dependent on Mexico from 1581 to 1605; even after that date, when they were made a Province, much documentary material on these islands and the Marianas found its way into the section of Mexieana in the ARSI because the missionaries who went to the islands regularly passed through Mexico, where they main tained a hospice -here transients could stay while awaiting the Manila Galleon -and a treasurer's office, as also lands to help finance the Philip pine Province. Procuratorum) . The data supplied were given on printed forms, which varied slightly through the years; the key headings were: name, place of birth, age, state of health, entrance into the Order (date), religious profession or vows (date), studies made and academic degrees obtained, work done or positions held in the Order.14 The archives in Rome contain a nearly complete series of these triennial reports; only a few are preserved in Mexico City. All Jesuits are listed according to the place of ministry. The years covered by the Roman catalogues are as follows: num ber 4 begins in 157115 and goes through 1653; number 5 goes from 1659 to 1687 inclusively;16 number 6, from 1690 through 1723; number 7, from 1726 through 1748; number 8, from 1751 through 1764. Besides the key data indicated above, there were numerous "Supplements" added to the general report: character estimate, financial status of the entire Province and of each house, dates of vows or religious profession, dates of ordinations to major orders (the priesthood included), death notices, and other similar information.
In addition to the triennial catalogues, a briefer report was compiled each year. This gave only the name of the individual Jesuit, the position he held or the work he was doing, and to what house he was attached; in the case of superiors, some lists added the date of their appointment. Nearly all these briefer reports (catalogi breves) have been lost; at the end of volume 8 is an in complete series with many lacunae: the first is that of 1583 and the last of 1755. Italian). The title on the dor so and elsewhere is not accurate, Mexicana, Annum, 1574--1614-, inasmuch as the letter placed under the year 1600 was written in 1622 or slightly later. These annual accounts were compiled in Mexico City from the more de tailed reports sent in from each house and mission; hence it is not surprising that the date of the compilation is regularly one year later than the events recorded in the message. The annual letters are regularly signed by the Provincial in Mexico City, although many others furnished the information. The 34 letters which make up volume 14 cover events in the Mexican Province during the following years: 1574 (two versions), 1577, 1580 (about), 1581, 1582, (Spanish and Italian texts), 1583 , 1584 , 1585 , 1591 , 1592 , 1594 -1595 , 1595 , 1596 (Spanish and Latin texts), 1597 ,1598 ,1599 , 1600 -1601 , 1602 (about), 1602 -1603 , 1604 (two versions), 1605 , 1606 , 1609 , 1610 (Latin and Spanish versions), 1611 , 1612 , 1614 , 1622 . Obvious shortcomings of such materials are: (1) the reports were written to "edify" the readers in Europe, hence the pious and marvellous events are emphasized; (2) although the work of the individual Mexican Jesuit is reported in great detail, his name is regularly omitted.22
Volume 15 is a large tome of 552 folios which continues the series of annual letters begun in the preceding number. At the beginning of the tome there is a typed general index. The last two reports belong to special categories, as will be explained; the other 17 letters cover events in the Mexican Province during the following years: 1615 (Spanish and Latin texts), 1616 , 1617 , 1618 , 1622 , 1624 , 1625 , 1628 , 1643 -1644 , 1646 -1647 , 1648-1649 (Latin and Spanish texts), 1650-1651,1653 (two different versions) . An exceptionally long report -350-538 folios -covers the years 1615-1648, summarizing the events of the Mexican Province year by year. The last report in the volume is that of the Colegio del Espiritu Santo in Puebla, dealing with the years 1674 through 1680. After this date there are no more Litterae annum preserved in the Central Jesuit Archives in Rome except for a short series to be listed under volume 18.
Volume 16, entitled Documenta historica, contains 60 precious historical items, which make up a total of 192 folios. Most of the documents are letters or brief reports. Because of their excep tional importance, I shall list them here, indicating the sender, the intended recipient, a brief idea of the contents where war ranted, the place and date of writing when such is given, the folios taken up, and correcting when necessary the typewritten index found at the beginning of the volume.
The first three documents have to do with the Florida mission, the tragic prelude to the successful Mexican enterprise : a letter of Pedro Menéndez de Avilés, Governor of Florida, to Father Diego de Avellaneda, Andalusian Provincial in Seville (and later Visitor of the Mexican Province), from San Augustin, Florida, October 15, 1565 (ff. 1-3) ;23 a letter of Father Antonio Sedeno to Francis Borgia, Jesuit General in Borne, from Havana, November 17, 1568 (ff. 4-6v) ; a message of Father Juan B. Segura to Borgia, reporting on the unsatisfactory conduct of one of the missionaries, from Santa Elena, Florida, July 5, 1569 (ff. 7-7v).
The next document -preserved only in two Italian copies of the lost original -is the earliest extant account of the voyage of the 15 founding Jesuits to Mexico and their pioneer apostolate: it is a letter of Father Pedro Sanchez, Mexican Provinicial, to Borgia, reporting to him in official capacity, from Mexico City, March 8, 1573 (ff. 8-19v -354v) ; an account of the popular missions preach ed in Puebla from June 29th to October of 1681 (ff. 438-451v) ; a copy of the opinion of the Real Acuerdo in regard to the mis sions in the Durango bishopric, Mexico City, July 9,1683 (ff. 511-511v) ; a reply of the same tribunal to the Viceroy on the same subject, April 27, 1684 (ff. 528-528v) ; an account of the mission preached by Fathers Juan Pérez and Juan B. Zappa from 1685 to 1687 (ff. 529-542v) ; an account of another mission preached by Fathers Zappa and Antonio Ramirez from 1687 to 1688 (ff. 543-548v) ; a report of the mission preached to the Indians in the Colegio de San Gregorio, in Mexico City, 1689 (ff. 567-577v) ; an undated and unsigned plan submitted to the Mexican Viceroy (ff. 612-613v) .3T
The following important documents are reports on Indian missions : an account of Sinaloa by Father Diego de Guzman to Father Salvador Osorio, Spanish Assistant to the General, from the Villa de Sinaloa, September 29, 1615 (ff. 72-75v) ; Father The volume opens with two letters of Kino to Father Tirso Gonzalez, General; after several other documents on the northern missions, a part of his Diary follows (ff. l-4v, 12-17v) . Inasmuch as I have published elsewhere these three documents, I refer the reader to that edition.46 The next document interrupts the series of mission reports. It is a message of Father Santiago de Zamora to the next Jesuit General, Francis Retz, discussing the establishment of sodalities, from Mexico City, May 7, 1736 (if. 11-llv) .
The mission documents are resumed by Father Juan Maria Salvatierra's autograph letter to Father Alejandro Romano, Rector of Tepotzotlân, from Lower California (Loreto), October 11, 1711 (if. 18-19v) .
The next long series of documents concerning the northern Mexican missions are reports sent in by their respective mis sionaries and covering the years 1716-1720 (if. 20-24; 29-50) . For detailed information on each and the texts themselves, I re fer the reader to ABZ III, pp. 491-518, where the documents -24 in number -are reproduced in full.
The reports just explained are interrupted by a document ex traneous to the series : The Mexican Viceroy (who is also Arch bishop of Mexico City) issues an order regulating the military jurisdiction in Lower California (if. 25-28) .
There follows a series of mission documents : a 1728 report on (Posieux, Switzerland, 1954) , and published the linguistic and catechetical material in my study "Sanvitores' Grammar and Catechism in the Mariana (or Cha morro) Language (1668)," Anthropos, XLIX (1954), pp. 934-960.
The cartographical material is preserved with the manuscripts entitled Historia Societatis, a collection containing over 200 items. I have studied and published all of the Mexican maps. The reader is referred to the following of my publications: ABZ I-IV, Saeta, Piccolo, KC, La obra cartografica de la Provincia Mexi cans, I and II (full titles in notes 7, 40 and 16, respectively).
Sixteen rare imprints are preserved in a cardboard-covered 
